
ALVAH AND FORGLEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

ALVAH PARISH HALL: TUESDAY 27 MARCH 2018

MINUTES

Website:www.alvahforglencc.wordpress.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlvahForglenCC/

1. Present. 

       Christina Roebuck (Chairman) John Burns                                       

Barbara Foad (Vice Chairman)    Stewart Adams

J Bayne (Secretary)                        Helen Bayne

Mike Dewhurst (Treasurer)    Rhoda Burns

Liz Jones        

In Attendance: Andrew Webster (Forglen Hall), Cllr. Michael Roy 

(Aberdeenshire Council), Karen Wiles (Acting Area Manager ) Willie Paterson, 

Jimmy Paterson, Carol Cox, Barry Clear, Andrew Winton, David Morrison, 

Kimberly Murray, Eric Murray, Kayleigh Duffus, Stuart Murray, Alan Adams. 

2. Apologies

    Apologies were received from Doug Hill, Phil Duffield, Carol Rewston, Jacky 

Player, Cllrs. Cox and Reynolds.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 27 February were accepted as a true 

record. 

4. Matters Arising

(a) History of Alvah and Forglen. Ongoing action with Liz Jones.

(b) Advise secretary of attending CPR course. Good response. 16 people attended 

the course

(c)  Secretary to advise Muirden of CPR course. Advised Muirden who will run 

their own course when they install their own Defibrillators.

5. Community Police.

The Police were unable to attend due to prior commitments. 

6. Floral Displays and Public Amenity Areas.

Nothing to report.

7. Rural Broadband

The Secretary reported that:

⦁ The Director Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband had modelled AFCC data 

and depending on funding being available in the autumn could justify a 



combination of fibre to the cabinet and fibre to the premises for up to 50% of 

the area.

⦁ Secretary had meeting planned with DSSB on 11 April to further discuss 

programme.

⦁ Secretary had meeting planned with the director R100 (Scottish Government 

programme to reach all of Scotland) on 19 April to discuss other options for 

Alvah and Forglen.

8. Deuchries Wind Farm

(a) The Secretary reported that:

⦁ There woud be £24,000 distributed annually across Aberchirder and 

Alvah and Forglen.

⦁ He and Stewart Adams had met with the Aberchirder Association and 

agreed that the awarding committee would comprise 2 people from the 

Aberchirder Associatioin, two from AFCC and one each from 

Aberchirder and Alvah and Forglen to represent all the individual 

agencies seeking funds. Stewart Adams had already been chosen as an 

AFCC representative.

⦁ Caroline Jones was unanimously elected as the othe representative. 

Proposed by Rhoda Burns and seconded by Jim Bayne.   

⦁ Secretary would send soft copies of poster and application forms to all. 

Liz and Carol would have then placed in Banff and Turiff. The halls 

managers would have them placed in each hall.

9. Planning.

(a) APP/2017/2942 – Westside of Forglen.

(i) The Secreatry reported that there had been no more additions to the planning 

website.

(ii) Kimberly Murray for the applicant reported that:

(a) The dust and noise reports had been completed and the Sepa officer had  

rescheduled visit to the following week.

(b) Cameras had been installed at the site.

(c) There were two objections on the website that the named “objectors“ did 

not recognise. The police were investigating.

(iii)  Kimberly made reference to other comments made by unnamed 

individuals.

(iv)  The Commuity Council advised that these comments had never been made 

at the Community Council nor raised by the Community Council. The minutes 

of all meetings and official responses were available on the Community Council 

website. 

(v) The Chairman thanked Kimberly for coming to the meeting and giving her 

report.



(b) APP/2017/3158 – Campsite at Forglen.

(i) The Secretary reported that:

⦁ The Area Committe, earlier in the day, refered the application to the 

Infratructure Services Committee.

⦁ Initially the committee voted by by 5 -3 to accept the application, 

despite the planner confirming that the roads engineer had advised that 

the road was not safe, but an intervention by Cllrs. Findlater and Roy 

resulted in the application being refered to the ISC as accepting it 

would have been a signifiant departure from Aberdeenshire policy.

⦁ Of the five who voted for the application, only one had bothered to 

attend the site visit. One had voted to reject it at the previous Area 

Committee but decided to accept it this time in spite of the roads 

department advice that the road was unsuitable, and there being no new 

material consideration.

⦁ Cllr. Cox behaved more like an agent for the applicant than an 

independent councillor. He challenged the planner on the application of 

Aberdeenshire policy and said it had been applied unfairly to the 

applicant. He never mentioned road safety, the road engineer‘s view, or 

fairness to the residents. 

(ii)  John Burns was concerned that the planner had mentioned a submission by 

the applicant that suggested that there was ongoing discussion between the 

applicant and the other land owners regarding some sort of agreement, which 

was not true.

(iii)  The two land owners, Barry Clear and Andy Winton, reported that there 

was no ongoing discussion with the applicant. There had been a discussion and 

the applicant apologised for cutting out the passing places when they were on 

holiday and agreed that part of the cut out was on their land and that she would 

reinstate the verge. A few days later the applicant submitted a letter to the 

planner claiming that the land was hers and that the passing places would be 

enlarged.  

(iv) Helen Bayne said it was disgraceful that some councillors had so readily 

dismissed road safety in an area where there is an above average number of road 

accident fatalities.

(v)  The Secretary advised that the ISC would consider the application anew and 

that objectors would again be given the opportunity to speak. 

(vi) The Secretary asked the acting Area Manager if the Community Council 

could request that none of the Banff and Buchan councillors be involved at the 

ISC. She replied that such a request would not be granted. 

10.  Any Other Business.

(a) Arts Group. It was agreed that Barbara Foad should set up a steering group to 



start up and fund an arts group which would meet at both halls. 

(b) Forglen Hall Stained Glass Window.

(i)The Secretary reported that he an Andrew Webster had met with a stained 

glass expert at the hall and she had advised that:

⦁ The window depicted Jacob’s Dream from the book of Genesis.

⦁ The window was of good quality built to the French Design.

⦁ It would have been made between 1860 and 1890.

⦁ She would carry out some research to establish the history of the 

window.

⦁ She would provide an estimate to carry out the restoration work. 

[Secretary’s Note: Estimate received.]

(ii)  Rhoda agreed to provide Secretary of details of the archive which holds 

the hall records. [Secretary’s Note: Details received.]

(c) Forglen Walk. A walk round Forglen starting at Forglen Hall had been 

arranged for the 12 May. It would include a soup and a sweet lunch. 

(d) Council Funds. 

Cllr. Roy reported that:

⦁ Area Initiative Funding of £80k had been agreed. This was a reduction of 

£24k from last year. Bids for funding had to be with the council by 25 

May.

⦁ Community Council funding had also been agreed. AFCC would receive a 

grant of £451.

11.  Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at Forglen Hall at 19.00 hours on 24 April 2018.

Annex A - list of actions.

Jim Bayne

Secretary

Email: secretary.alvahforglencc@gmail.com



ANNEX A

ACTIONS

OWNER COMPLETION

Prepare history of Alvah and Forglen Liz Jones Ongoing

Send posters and application forms Secretary 1 May

Put up Deuchries posters. Liz Jones 

Carol Rewston 

12 April

Set upArts Steering Group Barbara Foad July


