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Appeal for rural landowners to be vigilant after North East farms targeted
Officers are urging rural business and land owners to be vigilant following a number of thefts.

Farms in the Dyke area of Forres and Deskford area of Buckie were targeted between Monday evening (May 27, 2019)
and Wednesday morning (May 29, 2019) whereby a number of tools, animal feed and weedkiller worth almost £4,000
were stolen. 
Earlier this week officers also appealed for information following the theft of chemicals (herbicides) worth approximately
£10,000 from a farm in the Westerton area of Meikle Wartle near Inverurie between Friday May 17 and Saturday, May
25.

As part of ongoing enquiries, officers in the North East have been liaising with officers in the Highlands and Islands
following a similar incident at a farm near Munlochy on the Black Isle. A quantity of agricultural chemicals, including
fungicides and herbicides, along with a tractor GPS system were taken after entry was forced to a storage building
between Thursday, May 23 and Friday, May 24.

PC Jamie Barclay said: "To have so many similar thefts take place in the region in such a short space of time is
extremely rare and therefore very concerning. Rural communities are generally very safe places in which to live and
work however the nature of the environment and way of life means that visible security measures can be essential if you
want to prevent crime. Police Scotland's website has some useful advice and crime prevention tips which can be found
at - https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/home-and-personal-property/rural-crime

"I appeal to anyone with information about these crimes to get in touch as soon as possible by calling Police on 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 if you would prefer to remain anonymous. Please quote reference number
CF0133750519"

This messaging system is not for reporting crime as responses are not monitored 24/7.  If you have time-critical
information regarding the content of the above message, or if you wish to report any other non-urgent matter,
please call 101.  In an emergency, call 999.

Police Scotland's North East Division covers rural and urban areas in Moray, Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City.  The
division has five territorial command areas which have their own dedicated Area Commander, who is responsible for the
daily policing function.  Each command area is served by a number of community policing teams whose activities are
built around the needs of the local community.  These teams respond to local calls and look for long term solutions to
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key issues.  They are assisted by the division's Crime Reduction Unit who deliver against Force and local priorities in a
number of areas, including physical and social crime prevention, supporting and enhancing community engagement and
creating and sustaining strong and effective partnership working

Message sent by

Alistair MacKenzie (Partnerships and Events, North East Division, Police Scotland)

This message was sent to James Bayne, please direct any feedback through James or register your own account on

https://nwscotland.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk.

Message number : 272173
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