
Community Council Report 

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the 
Banff, Macduff and surrounding areas during the period 1 June 2019 to 30 June 
2019.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime 
prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you 
represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities 
and respond effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

A number of crimes of Assault have been reported to Police this month from the 
Banff, Macduff and Portsoy areas, albeit there has been a reduction on the previous 
month. Reports have been submitted to the Procurator Fiscal in relation to those 
charged. One male has also been reported to the PF following an incident in Portsoy 
where a Police Officer was assaulted.  The same male was also found in possession 
on a class A drug and had also assaulted a female aged under the age of 16. A 
number of Vandalisms have also been reported. Enquiries are ongoing regarding the 
majority of these.

During June a total of 225 ‘ditch the dealer’ leaflets were distributed throughout the 
Banff and Buchan West area, in an effort to stop drug crime in our community.

Acquisitive Crime:

A number of Theft by Shoplifting offences have been reported this month.  Most are 
fairly low value and a number of persons have been identified and cautioned and 
charged accordingly.  Crime Reduction Officers are aware of the reports and are in 
regular contact with the retail premises to make efforts to tackle this trend. 

Road Safety & road crime:

Police Scotland’s Operation Cedar (Challenge, Educate, Detect and Reduce) road 
safety initiative continues around the Banff and Buchan West area. A number of 
motorists have been reported for drink drive and other driving related offences. 
Whilst a number of individuals were reported or received Fixed Penalties, it was also 
pleasing to note how many drivers were going about their business in a careful and 
considerate manner.

Following complaints from the public Op Hill returned to Banff targeting 
inconsiderate/illegal parking. New Banff CBO Graeme Smith led the operation 
issuing 13 parking tickets, 9 warnings and giving advice to a further 12. Our efforts 
will continue.



Community Engagement & Reassurance

Summer Safety 
School's out, the lazy, hazy days of summer are upon us, and all over Scotland, 
people are unwinding in the sunshine (between intermittent periods of breaking out 
the anoraks and wellies). Lawnmowers and BBQs are being fired up, youths are 
enjoying the weeks of freedom between terms, and parents are trying to keep the 
wee ones entertained. 

We want you to have a great, and most importantly safe summer, so here are a few 
tips to help you make the most of it. 

Secure your home 

Many thieves are actually opportunists who do not have to break in at all because a 
door or window has been left open or unlocked, so keep your home securely locked 
at all times. Don’t leave keys on the inside of door locks, under mats or anywhere 
else an intruder may easily find them, and don’t keep house keys and car keys on 
the same key ring. Don’t leave valuables in sight of windows, and if you have a wall 
calendar, avoid mounting it near a window from where appointments can potentially 
be seen – this may give an indication of when a property.

Alcohol

Overindulgence in alcohol can impact on your behaviour, your mind and your self-
control. Drinking too much can make you vulnerable to becoming a victim of crime 
as well as getting involved in altercations which can ruin two lives. Know your alcohol 
limits, alcohol will make you more vulnerable to theft, assault and sexual assaults. 
Drink plenty of water and stay with friends, never leave a drink unattended and don’t 
mix alcohol with illegal substances. You should also be aware of local drinking 
byelaws which can differ by local authority. If in force, it makes it an offence to drink 
alcohol or have an open container of alcohol in a public place or within a designated 
area.

Staying safe outdoors

Everyone wants to see our countryside and enjoy our waterways and coastline, 
however, any area of water, including reservoirs and canals, can hold hidden 
dangers. Scotland has more than 37,000 separate stretches of inland water and 
over 11,500 miles of coastline when including both mainland and island coast. With 
many stretches located in remote areas, help will often be some considerable time 
away, so take responsibility for your own actions and make sensible decisions to 
stay safe around waterways. The best advice is to be aware of the dangers, think 
about the risks and plan to minimise them



Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the following:

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 101 – Non emergency; 

⦁ ���� Email - BanffDistrictCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

⦁ ���� Twitter - @NorthEPolice

⦁ ���� Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision

⦁ ���� Web – www.scotland.police.uk

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 999 – Emergency; 

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers;

Constable Graeme Smith
Banff and Buchan West Community Policing Team
Date: 3 July 2019


