
Community Council Report 

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the 
Banff, Macduff and surrounding areas during the period 1 July 2019 to 31 July 2019.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime 
prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you 
represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities 
and respond effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

A number of crimes of Assault, threatening and/or abusive behaviour and 
vandalisms have been reported to officers based at Banff. One unfortunately relates 
to the damage to a defibrillator from outside Aberchirder Pharmacy. The defibrillator 
was removed from the wall and left on open display exposing it to rain. The 
defibrillator had been activated. 

Enquires are ongoing into the above, with reports being submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal in relation to those charged. 

Two males have been charged regarding possession of a knives in separate 
incidents in Portsoy. 

Serious and Organised Crime

Following the execution of a Drugs Search warrant a cannabis cultivation and a 
quantity of cash has been seized following an intelligence led operation in King 
Edward. One male and one female have been charged in connection with alleged 
drug offences. 

In addition, a further 4 persons have been found in possession of suspected illegal 
drugs, in Aberchirder, Banff and Portsoy which are not connected to the cultivation.  
Further persons has been identified following a recovery of two packages suspected 
as containing drugs from the Royal Mail, Banff.

Enquiries are ongoing and reports will be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal for 
consideration.

During July a total of 85 ‘ditch the dealer’ leaflets were distributed throughout the 
Banff and Buchan West area, in an effort to stop drug crime in our community.

Acquisitive Crime:

A number of thefts offences have been reported. One male has been reported 
following a ‘bag snatch’ in which the victim was thankfully not injured. A further 7 



reports have been submitted to the Procurator Fiscal in relation to theft by shoplifting 
calls in Banff and Portsoy. 

Road Safety & road crime:

Police Scotland’s Operation Cedar (Challenge, Educate, Detect and Reduce) road 
safety initiative continues around the Banff and Buchan West area. 

A number of motorists have been reported for driving related offences, which include 
dangerous driving, careless driving x 2, no insurance x 2, dangerous load, drive 
without a licence, take or attempt to take a motor vehicle and failing to stop for 
Police.
  
Whilst a number of individuals were reported or received Fixed Penalties, it was also 
pleasing to note how many drivers were going about their business in a careful and 
considerate manner.

Local officers will continue to target offenders.

Community Engagement & Reassurance

From 23 July 2019, Mobile Working will be introduced to Police working in the North 
East of Scotland. 

Mobile Working for Police officers will be introduced to the rest of Scotland on a 
phased approach. 

Mobile Working means that Police officers will be operating mobile devices as part 
of their operational duties. 

You may notice something different about your local Police officers’ uniform. They 
will now be in possession of mobile devices which may be secured to their body 
armour / jackets adjacent to their radio. 

This means that officers will be able to use their mobile devices to remotely access 
Police systems which will increase officers’ time working with the public and on 
incidents - or conducting patrols and preventing crime. 

Key messages 

⦁ From summer 2019, members of the public will see Police Scotland officers 
using mobile devices as part of their operational duties. This means you may 
see Police officers operating mobile devices in public areas or within Police 
vehicles.  

⦁ The addition of mobile devices will mean Police officers can do more 
administrative tasks whilst out with a police building meaning less time is 
spent within Police stations. 



⦁ Officers are permitted to work from their mobile devices in public places – this 
is also a chance for both members of the public and Police officers to engage. 

⦁ Officers will use their new mobile devices to remotely access Police systems 
which will increase officers’ time working with the public and on incidents - or 
conducting patrols and preventing crime. 

⦁ Mobile Working will help to increase officer visibility, engagement and 
accessibility to the public.

⦁ Mobile Working is positively changing the operational policing approach in 
Scotland through the improved use of mobile technology and a change in 
culture which allows officers to work more effectively within communities.

Advice to public to be wary when selling vehicles online 

I would like to advise the public to be wary when advertising motorcycles and 
vehicles for sale on social media sites following a number of thefts over the last few 
months.

Since the middle of May, three motorbikes, three quad bikes, two electric bicycles, a 
mini motorbike and a Landrover Discovery have been stolen from a variety of 
locations in Aberdeenshire, namely Strachan near Banchory, Udny near Ellon, 
Whitecairns, Laurencekirk, Kingswells and Westhill.

Although none of the above occurred in our area, I just wanted to bring it to your 
attention and would suggest providing rough indications of location and be mindful 
when photographing items for sale. Taking photographs in your driveway could 
assist a thief identify your home.  Another option is photographing your vehicle 
elsewhere, for example in a public car park or location which doesn’t identify where 
you live.

Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the following:

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 101 – Non emergency; 

⦁ ���� Email - BanffDistrictCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

⦁ ���� Twitter - @NorthEPolice

⦁ ���� Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision

⦁ ���� Web – www.scotland.police.uk

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 999 – Emergency; 

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers;



Constable Graeme Smith
Banff and Buchan West Community Policing Team
Date: 1 Aug 2019


