
Community Council Report 

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the 
Banff, Macduff and surrounding areas during the period 1 August 2019 to 31 August 
2019.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime 
prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you 
represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities 
and respond effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

During the report period a number of persons have been charged regarding 
assaults.  They include a female who was involved in an incident at a local hospital 
and another following an incident at a licensed premises in Macduff.  These 
incidents were isolated and dealt with timeously with no wider risk to the general 
public. 

Serious and Organised Crime

A number of reports are being prepared for the Procurator Fiscal regarding a handful 
of people found in possession of small personal quantities of controlled drugs.  A 
further person has been charged following the discovery of a Cannabis cultivation in 
Banff.  Police Scotland will continue to use intelligence and their stop and search 
powers to target these individuals who blight our community. 

Following a planned Policing operation, involving a number of partner agencies, in 
which the residents may have noticed a greater Policing presence in and around 
Portsoy a male has been arrested.  Again the manner in which this operation was 
organised and carried out, ensured the risk to the public was kept to a minimum. 

Acquisitive Crime:

A total of 6 persons have been charged in relation to theft by shoplifting offences in 
Banff and Portsoy.  One male has been charged with 5 offences with a second male 
charged for his part in 3 of the shopliftings. 2 females have also been charged in 
separate incidents.  Local officers continue to work alongside retailers to identify 
those responsible but also in an effort to reduce this type of offending.

Road Safety & road crime:

Police Scotland’s Operation Cedar (Challenge, Educate, Detect and Reduce) road 
safety initiative continues around the Banff and Buchan West area. 



A number of person have been charged in relation to offences in and around Banff, 
including one who was using their mobile phone, driving without an MOT and failing 
to wear their seatbelt on the B9121, one for driving without insurance and no MOT 
on the A98, one for using their mobile telephone, and one for careless driving.  
Reports will be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal in relation to these.

Community Engagement & Reassurance

A number of apprehension warrants have also been executed and persons brought 
before the court to answer their non-attendance at earlier hearing dates.

Members may be aware of an incident whereby some recorded footage appeared 
on social media.  As a result of this a male was arrested for assault.

Police Scotland Officers continue to provide assistance to our Emergency Service 
colleagues, in an attempt to reduce any risk of harm to any members of our 
community.  

Mountain and Outdoor Safety 

With its dramatic and often challenging peaks, Scotland is an extremely popular 
area for climbers and walkers alike. However, at any time of the year the weather 
can change rapidly, turning what started out as a sunny day's hillwalking or climbing 
into a dangerous expedition. 

If you are planning a trip it is sensible to take simple precautions before heading into 
the wilderness, to ensure that you do not require an emergency search and rescue. 

Here are some simple - yet potentially lifesaving - rules to follow and what to bring 
before setting out. 

⦁ Waterproof jacket and trousers. 

⦁ Warm trousers and a fleece. 

⦁ Gloves and a hat. 

⦁ Gaiters. 

⦁ Good, sturdy walking boots. 

⦁ Rucksack. 

⦁ Head torch. 

⦁ Map (ensure it is the correct one, and protect it from the weather). 

⦁ Compass. 



⦁ Whistle.  

⦁ Spare food. 

⦁ Small First Aid kit. 

⦁ Mobile phone. 

What else should I think about before setting out? 

It is also vital that you ensure all in your party is fit for the walk, and at least one 
person has the ability to use a map and compass accurately in mist, darkness and 
severe weather. 

Always notify someone of your intended route and expected return time. You can do 
this by either leaving details with a family member or by filling out a Climbers 
Location and Identity Verification form. You can also access further information here, 
and at the Scottish Mountain Rescue Website.

What should I not do? 

DO NOT:

⦁ Go without being able to navigate 

⦁ Rely on rescue (take full responsibility for your own safety) 

⦁ Assume the route is over once you get to the top (half of all accidents happen 
in descent) 

⦁ Be inflexible about objectives 

⦁ Be complacent about the weather 

⦁ Rely on mobile phones 

⦁ Leave your mobile switched on (you may require all of its battery power if 
rescued) 

⦁ Dial 999 at the first hint of trouble (always think is 999 really necessary? If 
not, use the dial the police non-emergency number 101) 

⦁ Rely on Global Positioning Satellite devices (they are only an aid)

Water and Coastline Safety 

Everyone wants to see our countryside and enjoy our waterways and 
coastline. However any area of water, including reservoirs and canals, can hold 
hidden dangers. Scotland has more than 37,000 separate stretches of inland water 
and over 11,500 miles of coastline when including both mainland and island 
coast. With many stretches located in remote areas, help will often be some 



considerable time away. 

Take responsibility for your own actions and make sensible decisions to stay safe 
around waterways. The best advice is to be aware of the dangers, think about the 
risks and plan to minimise them. 

Find out more about inland water safety from our partners Scottish Water at 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/takecare

To get more information about how to enjoy sea sports and Scotland’s coastline 
safely, get advice from the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 
at www.rnli.org/safety/respect-the-water

General advice about water safety is also available from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) 
at https://www.rospa.com/leisuresafety/watersafety

In the event of any inland water emergency, contact the police by dialing 
999. In the event of a coastline emergency, contact the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency by dialing 999.

Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the following:

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 101 – Non emergency; 

⦁ ���� Email - BanffDistrictCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

⦁ ���� Twitter - @NorthEPolice

⦁ ���� Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision

⦁ ���� Web – www.scotland.police.uk

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 999 – Emergency; 

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers;

Constable Graeme Smith
Banff and Buchan West Community Policing Team
Date: 2 Sept 2019


