
Community Council Report 

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for 
the Banff, Macduff and surrounding areas during the period 1 November 
2019 to 30 November 2019.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide 
crime prevention advice and guidance to Community Council members and 
residents you represent. Our focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help 
create safer communities and respond effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

A number of persons have been charged in relation to their involvement in 
separate incidents of assault, stalking, threatening and abusive behaviour, 
and vandalism.  Some of these incidents were of a Domestic nature and 
others occurred at licensed premises. Enquiries are ongoing into other similar 
offences. 

Officers will be participating in Operation Hill, targeting general anti-social 
behaviour and Operation Salvation in an attempt to reduce crimes related to 
violence, with particular attention being given to licensed premises.

Three persons are to be reported for possession of controlled drugs with a 
further two being reported for being concerned in the supply, following an 
intelligence led Drugs Search Warrant being executed. 

Acquisitive Crime:

A reduction has been seen in the reported crimes of shoplifting, in the Banff 
area during the month of November.  Crime patrols by Officers based at Banff 
will be increased in the lead up to Christmas in an effort to reduce the risk to 
retailers, and to provide reassurance to the public. 

Road Safety & road crime:

As part of operation Cedar on 27 November 2019, mobile and foot patrols 
were carried out in the Banff and Macduff areas in response to concerns 
about illegal and/or inconsiderate parking.  A number of warnings and tickets 
were handed out. Divisional Officers in Banff have recently taken delivery of a 
new LASER speed detection device.  It is anticipated that as more Officers 
receive the appropriate training, we will be out not only to detect speeding 
motorists but to act as a deterrent. 

After receiving complaints regarding inconsiderate parking and subsequent 



pupil safety at Aberchirder and Banff Primary schools, our Community Beat 
Officer, Graeme Smith visited both sites.  He discussed possible solutions 
with our partners at Aberdeenshire Council, Roads Dept. As a result further 
yellow zig zag lines will be painted near the entrance to Aberchirder School.  
In an effort to address the issue at Banff a letter has been sent to the school 
for distribution to staff, parents and visitors encouraging them not to use the 
layby on Academy Drive as a car park, which will free up some space for pick 
up and drop off of pupils. 

In addition our colleagues from Road Policing have been assisting Divisional 
staff in and around Banff resulting in a number of people being charged in 
with Road Traffic offences including careless driving and various speeding 
offences.

Community Engagement & Reassurance

PC Katee Bain carried out a visit to the Whitehills toddler group. It is 
understood that similar visits will be held in the future.

As mentioned local officers will be deployed, in separate operations to 
combat a wide range of issues including ASB, Road Safety, Crimes involving 
violence and incidents related to alcohol.  

Constable Graeme Smith is holding a drop in surgery type event scheduled 
for Tuesday 3 December from 1 pm – 4pm at Banff Library on the invitation of 
the Banff Community Hub. Any issue can be raised, although the event will 
focus on personal and home security leading up to the festive period.

This year's Festive Safety message is to stay safe whilst shopping, partying, 
at home or on the roads. We provide some important information to help you 
stay safe this Festive Period.

Shopping Safety 

The festive period is traditionally the busiest time of the year for shopping and 
unfortunately, there are those who exploit the festive period for the wrong 
reasons but it only takes a few simple preventative measures to discourage 
criminals and stay safe. 

Keep Safe Online this Christmas with our online safety tips and information. 
More and more people use online shopping to purchase their Christmas 
presents as well as taking advantage of sales and events like Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday. It's important to take a couple of precautionary steps 



when purchasing goods online to keep safe and avoid being targeted by 
criminals.  

It is also important that people understand the dangers of social media and 
that what you post online, stays online. 

Party Safety 

With the festive season, many people will be out celebrating in pubs and 
clubs and their Christmas nights out so we want to provide you with some key 
information to help you stay safe. 

Make sure to stay with friends, stick to your plans, have travel arranged and 
be careful of what you drink. Don't leave drinks unattended and stay away 
from drugs, new psychoactive substances or other controlled substances. 

Home Safety 

A few simple steps such as leaving a light on when you’re out, keeping 
presents and valuables out of sight, opening and closing curtains at the 
appropriate time of day and not advertising on social media when you are out 
helps to keep criminals away. 

Road Safety 

During the winter months ensure your car is ready for the season change in 
weather - are tyres, brakes, windscreens, wiper blades and windows free 
from defects and clean? 

Be aware of changing road conditions, don't put yourself and others at risk. 

Drink driving – don’t risk it, if you are out partying be aware of your alcohol 
consumption. 

More detailed information can be found on the Police Scotland website.

Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the 
following:

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 101 – Non emergency; 

⦁ ���� Email - BanffDistrictCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

⦁ ���� Twitter - @NorthEPolice

⦁ ���� Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision

⦁ ���� Web – www.scotland.police.uk

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 999 – Emergency; 

⦁ ℡℡℡℡ 0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers;

Constable Graeme Smith
Banff and Buchan West Community Policing Team
Date: 28 Nov 2019


