
Community Council Report 

This report covers progress we have made in dealing with your priorities for the Banff, 
Macduff and surrounding areas during the period 1 January 2020 to 31 January 2020.

The report aims to highlight emerging issues in your area, and to provide crime prevention 
advice and guidance to Community Council members and residents you represent. Our 
focus is to reduce crime and disorder, help create safer communities and respond 
effectively to local concerns.

Community Policing Priorities

Antisocial behaviour, Violence and Disorder:

Following an assault in Macduff, which received coverage in the press and on social media 
two males were arrested and appeared at court from custody.  Another male was cautioned, 
arrested and charged, and subsequently appeared from custody following an unrelated 
incident in Aberchirder. The Police at Banff will continue to deal with similar incidents 
robustly to limit the impact on the wider community and to provide reassurance

A male had a poor beginning to 2020, as only a few hours into the New Year he was 
searched by officers and found in possession of controlled drugs. A report will be submitted 
once the items seized has been analysed. A male is to be reported for inappropriate 
behaviour towards members of staff at a fast food outlet.

Persons received either Recordable Police Warnings for drug possession or are to be 
reported for possession of controlled drugs.

Enquiries continue in respect of vandalisms whereby 3 cars were damaged in Banff and a 
window was broken in Macduff.  

Acquisitive Crime:

A female has been charged with a distraction type theft in Portsoy. 

Enquiries are ongoing into a theft by shoplifting from a convenience store in Banff and into a 
housebreaking with intent to steal in Gardenstown. 

As highlighted earlier a male has been reported for a number of offences including a theft 
from a property in Aberchirder.

Road Safety & road crime:

Patrols continue to incorporate illegal and inconsiderate parking in our communities.  A 
week long initiative commencing from Monday 20 January resulted in 15 parking tickets 
being issued with a further 14 persons given suitable advice and/or warnings. 

On 13th January I teamed up with my Roads Policing colleagues and took part in a road 



traffic day of action. Speed checks using our new LASER speed detection device were 
carried out in Aberchirder. 2 motorists were subsequently issued with conditional offers of 
fixed penalty for excess speed. 3 persons were identified as driving without a valid MOT in 
Portsoy and Macduff, with 3 more being reported to DVLA for excise license offences.

A driver has been charged in relation to carrying a young child (6) in his agricultural vehicle 
on a public road.  In a separate incident a driver has been reported for driving a tractor 
which was found to be dangerous and had numerous defects

Two persons have been charged in separate incidents for careless driving on A98 and in 
Banff Town Centre. One driver is to be reported for a Construction and Use offence and no 
insurance.

A female is scheduled to appear at court in relation to drink driving.

Serious and Organised Crime

A Drugs Search Warrant was executed in Banff following an intelligence led operation. One 
male was cautioned and arrested for possession of controlled drugs and will be reported. 
We would encourage concerned members of the public to continue to furnish the Police with 
information regarding any suspicious activity or persons. 

More ‘ditch the dealer’ leaflets have been delivered in and around addresses that are of 
interest to Police.  

The public are reminded that they can call Police Scotland on 101, or if they wish to remain 
anonymous CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111, if they have any information regarding 
suspected drug dealing activity or any other type of criminality.

Community Engagement & Reassurance

I recently attended the Banffshire PubWatch meeting, where incidents from the previous 
month were discussed.  My colleagues and I continue to carry out inspections at our 
licensed premises and work in partnership with the PubWatch group and its members. 

I am pleased to inform you that Inspector Steve McDonald will soon be joining us as the new 
Community Policing Team Inspector for Banff and Buchan West, taking over from Inspector 
Colin Taylor, who is retiring from Police Scotland after completing 30 years of service. 
Inspector McDonald is looking forward to the challenges of the role and to meeting as many 
of you as operational responsibilities allow. 

Festive Activity in North Aberdeenshire

The following update to the public was recently issued on the North East Police Facebook 
page detailing a season of positive results by Officers across the North Aberdeenshire area, 
including Banff & Buchan West:

“Police Scotland has this week given an update on the positive results from a month of 
festive patrols across North Aberdeenshire.

In Formartine, proactive patrols lead to 95 licensed premises checks carried out across the 



Ellon and Turriff areas, and only 7 incidents being reported within licensed premises.

Banff and Buchan East saw 162 licensed premises checks in the Fraserburgh area with 18 

less incidents than in the same period last year and a decrease in Assaults within licensed 

premises, whilst additional patrols targeting Shoplifting led to incidents remaining at the 

same low levels as last year.

In Buchan, the efforts of Officers at Peterhead resulted in a 31% reduction in Shopliftings 

compared to the previous year, whilst Vandalism reduced by almost a quarter. There were 

117 licenced premises checks during the festive period and between Christmas Eve and 

New Year’s Day, the number of Assaults halved when compared to the same period last 

year.

Banff and Buchan West also delivered additional foot patrols under the successful 

Operation Hill initiative, focussing not only on licensed premises checks, recording 85 visits 

over the festive period, but also continuing to deal with the ongoing concerns of businesses 

and residents relating to Shoplifting and parking issues.  In addition to the detection of drugs 

offences and the arrest of several drink drivers, Officers efforts saw a 77% reduction in 

Shoplifting and a 50% reduction in Assaults.

Chief Inspector Rob Sturton, Area Commander for Aberdeenshire North said: These results 

are extremely positive and in addition to the efforts of the Officers involved, I want to thanks 

our Partners and the public for helping us ensure that North Aberdeenshire continues to be 

recognised as a great place to live, work and visit and that people of all ages have been 

able to enjoy this family focussed time of year.  

He continued: Our ongoing work with partners within Aberdeenshire Council’s Criminal 

Justice Social Work and Licensing Standards Departments and with the Integrated 

Substance Misuse Service, along with the diverse range of activity being undertaken across 

the area are key to our efforts.

He concluded - Operation Hill in Banff, Operation Salvation, funded by Aberdeenshire 

Council, which saw Officers on patrol across the North East preventing violence and 

antisocial behavior whilst diverting and supporting individuals away from committing acts of 

violence, or Formartine’s Operations Illustrious and Abacablue antisocial behaviour 

initiatives will all endure in the new year as we continue to be visible in your communities”.

Keep your Garden and Outbuildings Secure 

If you have a garden, it’s the first thing an intruder will have to deal with if they want to try 

and break into your house. There are also items in your garden or which you may keep in a 

garden shed or garage which a thief will find attractive. Take some simple steps to secure 

your garden, shed and garage. 



What can I do to stop thieves entering and stealing from my garden? 

⦁ Keep hedges, walls and fences low at the front of the property – to a maximum of 
1.2 metres high and in a good state of repair to allow natural surveillance and make 
it hard for an intruder to work unseen. Prevent easy access to the back and sides by 
installing locked gates. Rear fences and walls should be a minimum 1.8 to 2 metres 
in height. Trellis topping or an intruder deterrent strip should also be considered to 
make climbing difficult.

⦁ Consider nature’s own defences - growing aggressive shrubbery which is harder for 
intruders to climb through. Ideal plants include berberis, blue spruce, common holly, 
giant rhubarb, golden bamboo, firethorn, shrub rose, pencil Christmas tree, juniper 
and rubus (bramble).

⦁ Security lighting around your property will act as a deterrent. Dusk to dawn low 
voltage LED lighting is cost effective to both install and run.

⦁ Make sure bins are located in an area which doesn’t allow them to be easily used as 
a step to climb over fences / walls or access windows.

⦁ Lock away any garden implements, furniture or tools in a secure shed, garage or 
outside store. They may not only be an attractive target for theft, but also items such 
as ladders which are useful for breaking into your home.

What can I do to protect property in my shed and garage? 

⦁ Photograph valuable items of garden furniture and / or garden tools. Note and keep 
a record of make, model, colour and serial numbers and use a UV pen or similar to 
security mark them with your house number and postcode.

⦁ You may wish to use a chain or other device to lock garden tools and furniture 



together to the structure which will make them harder to remove.

⦁ Fit a good quality hasp and padlock to the door, fitted with dome headed or non-
returnable screws to prevent tampering. Appropriate products that are approved as 
‘Sold Secure’ or ‘Secured by Design’ should be considered. For more information 
visit www.securedbydesign.com

⦁ Secure windows and don’t give intruders the opportunity to see inside. Depending 
on the type of window, you could consider fitting internal window grills, heavy wire 
mesh or reinforced glass. You could also use curtains or opaque film. If the window 
opens, a window lock should be fitted.

⦁ If you have an intruder alarm, consider extending it to cover sheds, garages and 
outbuildings and ensure that there is a visible external sounder box.

⦁ If you do not have a secure shed then bring items inside – don’t leave them lying out.

⦁ If your garage adjoins your home and there is a through door, keep it locked.

⦁ For more information about protecting your home and any communal areas, visit our 
advice on how to Keep your Home Secure and Keep Closes & Stairwells Secure.

Contact Us

Please also remember you can communicate with us using any of the following:

⦁  101 – Non emergency; 

⦁  Email - BanffDistrictCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

⦁  Twitter - @NorthEPolice

⦁  Facebook – www.facebook.com/NorthEastPoliceDivision

⦁  Web – www.scotland.police.uk

⦁  999 – Emergency; 

⦁  0800 555 111 – CrimeStoppers.

Constable Graeme Smith
Community Beat Officer
Banff and Buchan West Community Policing Team
Date: 30 January 2020


